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Summer Reading 2017 

 

Reading is an integral part of a student’s ongoing education and development. Summer is the ideal time 

to take a step away from the pressures of the school year and to explore new worlds and topics. Reading 

teaches us about the world beyond what we experience on a daily basis, helps us discover new interests, 

and enhances our understanding of already established interests. By reading the same books as your 

Linden Hall schoolmates and teachers, you will come back from your summer adventures with a shared 

experience that we will discuss and explore together.  

This summer, we ask that you read two books. First, read the community book, and then read one of the 

books from the choice list. Please note that although there are guidelines about books that are 

appropriate for Middle or Upper School students, we would like you to choose a book that is new to you 

and is at a level that you are comfortable reading.  

We encourage your parents to join in this shared experience as well, and to read your summer reading 

selections with you. The list that follows includes books from a wide range of genres and topics, and 

each of you will be able to find something that sparks your interest. Please note that not every book is 

appropriate for every student. It is important that you and your parents work together to look over the 

choices that follow and to make the best selection for you.  

You should return to school prepared to discuss both of the books that you read and to engage in a 

variety of activities about each book. Summer Reading Week 2017 will begin on September 10.  

We invite you to explore the books before making your choice by coming to the Summer Reading Book 

Fair in the main lobby from March 30 through April 4. At the book fair you will have the opportunity to 

look at each of the summer reading titles and to order the books to take home with you at the end of 

the year. 

As in the past, certain classes will require additional summer reading this year. That information will 

be shared with you closer to the end of the school year.  

If you have any questions about the summer reading assignments this year, contact Ms. Roman 

(eroman@lindenhall.org).  
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Community Book 

Quiet Power by Susan Cain (Grades 7-9)  

Quiet by Susan Cain (Option for Grades 10-12, otherwise read Quiet Power) 

Susan Cain sparked a worldwide conversation when she published Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a 
World That Can’t Stop Talking. With her inspiring book, she permanently changed the way we see 
introverts and the way introverts see themselves. The original book focused on the workplace, and 
Susan realized that a version for and about kids was also badly needed. This book is all about kids' 
world—school, extracurriculars, family life, and friendship. This insightful, accessible, and empowering 
book, illustrated with amusing comic-style art, will be eye-opening to extroverts and introverts alike. 
 

Choice Books 

Each student should choose at least one book from the list below to read this summer.  

 
The Cuckoo’s Calling by Robert Galbraith  

A brilliant mystery in a classic vein: Detective Cormoran Strike investigates a supermodel's suicide. 
The legendary supermodel Lula Landry, known to her friends as the Cuckoo, famously fell to her death a 
few months ago. The police ruled it a suicide, but her brother refuses to believe that. The case plunges 
Strike into the world of multimillionaire beauties, rock-star boyfriends, and desperate designers as he 
seeks the truth in the case.  
 
Themes in this book may be most suitable for students in Upper School.  
 
The Diving Bell and the Butterfly by Jean-Dominique Bauby  

In December 1995, Jean-Dominique Bauby, the 43-year-old editor of French Elle, suffered a massive 
stroke that left him permanently paralyzed, a victim of “locked in syndrome.” Once known for his 
gregariousness and wit, Bauby now finds himself imprisoned in an inert body, able to communicate only 
by blinking his left eye. The miracle is that in doing so he was able to compose this stunningly eloquent 
memoir. In a voice that is by turns wistful and mischievous, angry and sardonic, Bauby gives us a 
celebration of the liberating power of consciousness: what it is like to spend a day with his children, to 
imagine lying in bed beside his wife, to conjure up the flavor of delectable meals even as he is fed 
through a tube. Most of all, this triumphant book lets us witness an indomitable spirit and share in the 
pure joy of its own survival. 
 
This book is most suitable for students in Upper School.  
 
Emma by Jane Austen  

Beautiful, clever, rich—and single—Emma Woodhouse is perfectly content with her life and sees no 
need for either love or marriage. Nothing, however, delights her more than interfering in the romantic 
lives of others. But when she ignores the warnings of her good friend Mr. Knightley and attempts to 



 

arrange a suitable match for her protegée Harriet Smith, her carefully laid plans soon unravel and have 
consequences that she never expected.  
 
This book is appropriate for all students.  
 
The Eyre Affair: A Thursday Next Novel by Jasper Fforde  
 
Take a trip to Great Britain, circa 1985, when time travel is routine, cloning is a reality (dodos are the 
resurrected pet of choice), and literature is taken very, very seriously: it’s a bibliophile’s dream. England 
is a virtual police state where an aunt can get lost (literally) in a Wordsworth poem and forging Byronic 
verse is a punishable offense. All this is business as usual for Thursday Next, renowned Special Operative 
in literary detection. But when someone begins kidnapping characters from works of literature and 
plucks Jane Eyre from the pages of Brontë's novel, Thursday is faced with the challenge of her career.  
 
Students who enjoyed Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library or The Mysterious Benedict Society will 
enjoy this book.  
 
This book is appropriate for all students.   
 
Heartless by Marissa Meyer  

Long before she was the terror of Wonderland, she was just a girl who wanted to fall in love. Catherine 
may be one of the most desired girls in Wonderland, and a favorite of the unmarried King of Hearts, but 
her interests lie elsewhere. A talented baker, all she wants is to open a shop with her best friend. But 
according to her mother, such a goal is unthinkable for the young woman who could be the next queen. 
Then Cath meets Jest, the handsome and mysterious court joker. Cath is determined to define her own 
destiny and fall in love on her terms. But in a land thriving with magic, madness, and monsters, fate has 
other plans. 

This book is most suitable for students entering grades 8 and up.  

Hidden Figures by Margot Lee Shetterly   

Before John Glenn orbited the earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the moon, a group of dedicated 
female mathematicians known as “human computers” used pencils, slide rules and adding machines to 
calculate the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space.  Among these problem-
solvers were a group of exceptionally talented African American women, some of the brightest minds of 
their generation. The women of Langley’s all-black “West Computing” group helped America achieve 
one of the things it desired most: a decisive victory over the Soviet Union in the Cold War, and complete 
domination of the heavens.  

This book is appropriate for all students. Middle School or ESL students may select the Young Readers 
Edition.  

Little Brother by Cory Doctorow  

Marcus, a.k.a "w1n5t0n," is only seventeen years old, but he figures he already knows how the system 
works–and how to work the system. Following a major terrorist attack in his hometown of San 
Francisco, Marcus and his friends are imprisoned and interrogated by the Department of Homeland 



 

Security. Upon their release, they discover that the city has become a police state, and Marcus’s only 
option is to take down the DHS himself.  

This book is most suitable for students in Upper School.  

Out of my Mind by Sharon Draper  

Eleven-year-old Melody has a photographic memory. Her head is like a video camera that is always 
recording. Always. And there's no delete button. She's the smartest kid in her whole school—but no one 
knows it. Most people—her teachers and doctors included—don't think she's capable of learning, and 
up until recently her school days consisted of listening to the same preschool-level alphabet lessons 
again and again and again. If only she could speak up, if only she could tell people what she thinks and 
knows . . . but she can't, because Melody can't talk. She can't walk. She can't write. Being stuck inside 
her head is making Melody go out of her mind—that is, until she discovers something that will allow her 
to speak for the first time ever.  
 
This book is most suitable for students in Middle School.   
 
Out of the Dust by Karen Hesse  

This gripping story, written in sparse first-person, free-verse poems, is the compelling tale of Billie Jo's 
struggle to survive during the dust bowl years of the Depression. With stoic courage, she learns to cope 
with the loss of her mother and her grieving father's slow deterioration. There is hope at the end when 
Billie Jo's badly burned hands are healed, and she is able to play her beloved piano again. The 1998 
Newbery Medal winner. 
 
This book is most suitable for students in Middle School.   

Rose Under Fire by Elizabeth Wein  

While flying an Allied fighter plane from Paris to England, American ATA pilot and amateur poet, Rose 
Justice, is captured by the Nazis and sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious woman's concentration camp. 
Trapped in horrific circumstances, Rose finds hope in the impossible through the loyalty, bravery and 
friendship of her fellow prisoners. But will that be enough to endure the fate that's in store for her?  
 
Students who enjoyed Code Name Verity will enjoy this companion book; however, it is not necessary to 
have read the first to enjoy and understand the second.  
 
This book is most suitable for students entering grades 8 and up.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


