
Course:  Honors Literature and Language (Year B) Instructor:  Mr. Kenneth Trani
Academic Year:  2009-2010

Expectations

Classroom Behavior -- It is expected that all students will act with respect toward the teacher 
and all other members of the class.

Although water may be drunk during class, no other liquids are permitted without the approval 
of the school nurse.  Gum chewing and eating are also not permitted; however, with the permission of 
the nurse, hard candy may be used when needed.
  The desks are not waste baskets!  Please dispose of any trash in the waste basket either before 
or after class.  Also, desks may by used to store books overnight only with the teacher's permission.

Class Participation -- All students are expected to contribute to class discussions.  Class 
participation does not mean that the teacher reaches into your throat to extract an answer or a comment; 
it means that you, the student, volunteer the same.  Asking relevant questions is as important as 
answering them and counts toward class participation, as does respectfully commenting on what 
another person has said.

Class participation also includes having the correct materials for each class.  This includes the 
correct book; paper for note taking, quizzes, or tests; and something which which to write.  Except for 
work required to be typewritten, all written work must be done neatly in pencil or blue or black ink.  

Homework -- Students are required to  pass in all homework assignments on the due date when 
they are collected during class.  Anything turned in after this will be considered late unless prior 
arrangements have been made.  Points will be deducted from all late assignments, and persistent late 
assignments will adversely affect one's end-of-term grade.  If a student is absent, assignments are 
expected on the date she returns to class.  (In the event of protracted absences, special arrangements 
may be made ahead of time.)

Since this is an English class, many homework assignments will be in the form of reading.  It 
cannot be stressed too strongly that reading assignments are not optional.  To help students fulfill 
their obligation to complete reading assignments, unannounced quizzes will be given from time to time 
based on the previous night's assignment

Longer-term writing assignments (class presentations, analytical essays, etc.) are also expected 
to be completed on time.  Anything completed after the moment when the assignment is due in class is 
considered late (unless other arrangements have been made well in advance).  The school policy for 
late essays and presentations is one letter-grade deduction for each late day.

Speech:  Every upper-school student at Linden Hall is required to give an assembly speech, 
approximately three to five minutes in length, on a date determined well in advance.  The topic must be 
discussed with the instructor a minimum of one week prior to the speech, and the student is required to 
go over the speech with the instructor at least a day or two in advance of the assigned date.  Although 
such an assignment might seem daunting to some, the assembly speech is an integral part of life at 
Linden Hall, and many students find giving one far easier than they had expected.

Grading:  The trimester grade is determined by a combination of assessment methods.  The 
weighting factors are as follows:

Literature quizzes 10%
In-class essays 22.5%
Vocabulary 10%



Analytical essays 27.5%
Speech   5%
Final Exam 25%

Please note that cheating and plagiarism, a topic that will be discussed at length at the beginning of the 
school year, are unacceptable.  A student caught cheating will receive a zero for a test or quiz grade; 
school policy requires that any student who plagiarizes will not only receive a zero for the paper but 
must do another one for no credit.

Books:  The major texts for this class will be paperback copies of the literary works that will be 
distributed individually as needed.  The only book that will be used all year will be Tenth Grade 
Vocabulary Power Plus, Book 2, which will be distributed at the beginning of the school year.  Please 
note that it is imperative that you bring the appropriate book to class for each day.

PSAT/SATSAT II Preparation:  In order to help students prepare for the PSAT, SAT, and 
SAT II,  practice quizzes and essays will be done in class on an occasional basis.  At the beginning of 
the year, these practice exercises will not constitute part of the grade; however, as the year progresses, 
they will be included in grading.

Overview:  Honors English 9/10 is a two-year curriculum for freshmen and sophomores who 
have demonstrated distinguished abilities in the various facets of English study (reading 
comprehension, writing, analytical thinking, etc.).   The focus is primarily on "world" literature -- i.e., 
works translated from foreign languages into English -- but there is also a healthy portion of both 
American and British literature.

Another important feature of this class involves student presentations.  From time to time, 
students themselves will lead class discussions or present to the class information regarding cultural or 
historical information about authors, their times, and themes covered in their literature.  These events 
are always scheduled well in advance, and on occasion class time itself will be devoted to the 
background work necessary to make such presentations successful.

Independent Reading:  Each trimester every student will be responsible for reading a grade-
appropriate book on her own and giving an oral report of it to the teacher.  Books may be either fiction 
or nonfiction.  Dates for independent reading assignments will be assigned each trimester.

SAT II:  All tenth-graders in the class are required to take the SAT II in May of their 
sophomore year.



Tentative Schedule for Honors English 9/10
(Year B)

Please note that this schedule lists primarily major units and works of literature that will be discussed in 
class.  Vocabulary, composition, essays, tests, and SAT preparation work will be interspersed on a 
regular basis throughout each trimester.  Dates for essays, tests, quizzes, presentations, etc., are always 
announced well in advance.

Week Major Work

1 The Romantic tradition; stories by Pushkin; plagiarism
2 Stories by Pushkin; plagiarism (cont.)
3 Poe
4 Poe
5 Poe
6 Poe; Hoffmann
7 Hoffmann
8 Impressionism:  Chekhov
9 The writer as film artist:  Wild Strawberries
10 Realism:  Of Mice and Men
11 Of Mice and Men
___________________________________________________________________________________

1 A Doll's House
2 A Doll's House
3 Twelfth Night
4 Twelfth Night
5 Hard Times
6 Hard Times
7 Hard Times
8 Hard Times
9 Review and mid-term examinations
10 Modernism: poetry of T. S. Eliot
11 Stories by 20th-century women
12 Stories by 20th-century women
___________________________________________________________________________________

1 Saint Joan
2 Saint Joan
3 Saint Joan; the Nobel Prize
4 Rosshalde
5 Rosshalde
6 Rosshalde; Pere Goriot
7 Pere Goriot
8 Pere Goriot
9 Pere Goriot
10 Pere Goriot; The Merchant of Venice
11 The Merchant of Venice
12 The Merchant of Venice; review; final



Honors 9/10 Outline (Year B)

     In this class, students will primarily read, discuss, and write about literature written mostly by 
European and American authors.  Various forms of literature will include short stories, the novel, 
poetry, and drama.  We will discuss plot, character, motivation, and how authors use symbolism, tone, 
figurative language, and imagery to convey meaning and create emotional responses in the reader.
     In addition to literature, we will study vocabulary on a regular basis, examine ways to improve 
writing, and do practice exercises to help prepare for the SAT.  Class participation is essential for doing 
well.
     The major types of writing for this class include in-class essays, the analytical essay, which we will 
study in class before actually writing, and personal responses to works and themes.

I.  The Romantic tradition
A.  Stories by Pushkin

1.  "The Queen of Spades"
2.  "The Amateur Peasant Girl"
3.  "The Coffin-Maker"

B.  Edgar Allan Poe
1.  Stories

a.  "The Tell-Tale Heart"
b.  "The Cask of Amontillado"
c.  "The Pit and the Pendulum"
d.  "The Black Cat"
e.  "The Fall of the House of Usher"

i)  A critic's interpretation
ii) Response to the critic

2.  Poems
a.  "Sonnet -- To Science"
b.  "To Helen"
c.  "The Conqueror Worm"
d.  "Annabel Lee"
e.  "The Bells"
f.  "Alone"
g.  "The Raven"

C.  E.T.A.  Hoffmann
   "The Entail"

II.  Impressionism
     Works by Anton Chekhov

III  Realism
     John Steinbeck
                Of Mice and Men

IV.  Two dramas about women
                 A.  A Doll's House
                 B.  Twelfth Night



V.  Hard Times
A.  The rise of industrialism
B.  Father/daughter relationships
C.  Types of characterization                          

VI.  Modernism (T. S. Eliot)
A.  “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
B.  Shorter poems

VII.  Stories by 20th-century women
A.  "Imagined Scenes" by Ann Beatty
B.  "The First Party" by Atalia Hossein
C.  "The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson
D.  "Under a Glass Bell" by Anais Nin
E.  "Medusa's Ankles" by A. S. Byatt
F.  "The New Dress" by Virginia Woolf

VIII.  Saint Joan
A.  The background
B.  History vs. drama
C.  Politics and religion in the 15th century
D.  The tragic flaw
E.  The tragic heroine triumphant

IX.  Rosshalde
A.  Hesse and the return to Romanticism
B.  The real and the surreal

X.  Pere Goriot
A.  Social class in the 19th century
B.  The immorality of accepting the immoral

XI.  The Merchant of Venice
A.  Discrimination
B.  Tragic comedy or comedic tragedy?


