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Social Studies 6/7 Honors: Civics (2008-2009)
Ms. Jennis

Civics

Linden Hall

REQUIREMENTS AND OBJECTIVES

Texts: Civics: Government and Economics in Action
Photocopies and printouts of various texts as class progresses

Course Content: In SS 6/7 Honors, students will examine government, economics, and culture
from American and global perspectives.

Course Objectives: The Social Studies Department encourages each student to develop a critical
and objective approach to events, issues, and resource materials. The course will develop
students’ ability to analyze data, make comparisons, draw conclusions, and express themselves
clearly. This class has two objectives: one, to offer all students a basic background in world and
US government and economics; and two, to allow the students to study certain questions and
subjects with a more detailed, active focus (in other words, to promote directed and independent
research).

Academic Honesty: At different times, I will ask you to work independently, collaboratively, and
competitively. I will try to be clear about my expectations and I will expect you to be honest
brokers. If you do not understand my expectations (when you can share information and when
you cannot), ask me. When you use someone else’s ideas or research or words without
acknowledging their assistance, you are stealing from them. It’s just not okay. When in doubt,
cite your sources.

Assignment Format: Students must type all formal assignments in a 10-12 point font and then
double-space them on a single-sided, standard page with a proper Heading and 1-inch top,
bottom, and side margins. The proper Heading is (from first line to third): your full name, class
and section, the due date of the assignment. Students must turn in all assignments in final form,
even assignments for which there is a planned peer editing session.



Due Dates: Unless otherwise noted, students must turn in assignments at the beginning of the class noted on
the Assignment Sheet. Except for pre-arranged extensions, students will lose a third of a letter grade for
turning in an assignment after the class period starts and, then, a full letter grade (10 points) for each school
day the assignment is late until the assignment reaches 50%. If the student does not turn in the assignment by
the end of the trimester, it is worth zero (0) points. Please avoid this!

Active Reading: In order to promote the study skills habit of active reading, students will learn and
then practice two types of reading notes: SQ3R for textbooks and Book Notes for literature or
non-fiction.

Active Listening: In order to promote the study skills habit of active listening, students will learn
and then practice the two-column class notes format.

Ink Policy: Okay, without stepping on your constitutional right to enjoy the multitudes of gel pens,
for SS 6/7 Honors, please observe:

1. Anything you hand in must be in blue or black ink. I am too young to go blind by the
flickering light of my lamp and the faint scratch of lightly applied and dutifully smeared
number two lead.

2. And, most importantly, do not use red ink. I will scrawl out my comments to you in red
ink. Remember, sometimes supportive, constructive, and happy messages come in red
ink.

Extra Credit Policy: Linden Hall does not allow extra credit in its college preparatory classes. From time to time,
however, there will be alternate assessments within a unit for students who need extra work on a topic or process.
These assessments are at the discretion of the teacher.

Readings: All students must complete assignments given in class. Though students will certainly
learn and complete assignments at different paces, on average, homework for SS 6/7 Honors
should take approximately fifteen to thirty minutes per night per school week. (Please note, this
approximation includes time for both short term and long term assignments; in other words, there
should be VERY few nights where homework is significantly less than fifteen minutes.) Class
discussion generally will focus on a consideration of the implications and significance of events
studied and not a review of the events themselves. Therefore, students must come to class with as
clear an understanding as possible of the events presented in the day’s reading assignment. Since
we will devote most of class time to discussion, it is critical that students prepare daily
assignments so that discussion is meaningful and so students can participate actively. The
students must pay close attention to maps, charts, and other study guides; these are helpful in
understanding the material presented.

Paragraphs: Writing is a vital component of historical research. Throughout the year, students
will write formal paragraphs, sometimes with outline and drafts. These paragraphs will become,
in effect, short papers. For any work including outside research, students will properly document
and cite their sources, internet or hardcopy. We will discuss the proper documentation process as



part of the writing process and the students will have resources and guidelines for all writing
expectations. Each paragraph will be worth twenty-five (25) points.

Research Projects: During each trimester, students will complete directed reading and research
assignments and present their findings to their classmates (in are either individual or team
presentations). Each of the projects requires some independent, out-of-class work, though we
will take time during class to work on the processes of research and writing. In the third
trimester, students will present their Thematic Research Projects to the class, including both a
Large Visual (Poster) and a Note-Taking Handout for each class member (and me). Each Visual
will include the final form Research Paragraph, the appropriate Annotated Images, and the
authors’ names and topic, a copy of each of the team members’ Note-Taking Handouts, and
proper citation of all material. Each Handout will be one page, double sided of typed, final form
text (see Assignment Format) and will present the topic being presented; summarize the
background of the topic; give bullet point highlights of the key themes, people, and events; and
properly cite its sources. These projects will each be worth one hundred (100) points.

Tests: There will be frequent Quizzes throughout the course of the year and an Exam at the end of
the first and third trimesters. Exams are each worth one hundred (100) points.

Binder for Study Guides, Maps, Timelines, and Idea-Prompts: As the trimesters progress, we will hand
out many documents to help students actively prepare. The students must complete and save all of these
documents in one organized binder. This binder will help them study for Quizzes and Exams.

* Study Guides will include terms and identifications, important names and places, and questions

to consider for each unit. All Quiz and Exam questions will come from material covered in the
Study Guide. (This is an important study tool.)

* Maps are fairly self-explanatory; the students might need to identify places or events in places or
geographic movements on pre-printed outline or partially-completed maps.

* Timelines will ask the students to link and order important events; they might include
information gathered throughout several units and are intended to help the students understand
the flow, not just the moment, of various trends.

* Idea-Prompts might ask the students to link concepts from various units or otherwise extend
information they are reading.

e Students will also keep all of their Quizzes, Exams, Papers, and Projects in the Binder!!

Class Discussion: Students must actively participate in class discussion and must show courteous
attention to the contributions of others. Participation and attitude (as part of the Effort grade) can
make a difference.

Attendance: As per Linden Hall’s attendance policy, “students who miss more than five classes,
whether excused or unexcused, in any course during a trimester will have their trimester grade in
that course reduced by two points per class missed in excess of five. Students who miss more
than fifteen total classes in a given course may be required to repeat that course. Please note that
three tardies or early dismissals count as an absence. These absences do not include religious
holidays, school sponsored events, college visits, or snow days.” (Student Handbook, 15)




Grading Standards: When writing your assignments, you might find it helpful to know how I will
grade them. These are the standards I follow when reading your papers. They are from an article
by Harry Edmund Shaw found in the text Teaching Prose.

* A paper: Detailed understanding of the text; sound organization; few or no mechanical mistakes; clear,
unambiguous sentences, perhaps with a touch of elegance— in the best A papers, a lively and intelligent
voice seems to speak; it has something interesting to say, says it clearly and gracefully to an appropriate
audience, and supports it fully.

* B paper: Clear thesis, organization, and continuity; probably some minor mechanical errors, but no major
ones; slightly awkward style at times; ideas that are reasonable and are anchored in the text— thought has
obviously gone into the paper; it is solid, but not striking; the writer has a definite point to make and
makes it in an organized and competent way, and to a definite audience.

* C paper: A weak, fuzzy thesis and perhaps illogical arguments to support it; a certain amount of
confusion about what the text at hand actually says; many minor mechanical errors and perhaps some
major ones (such as incomplete sentences); examples given for their own sake or to demonstrate that the
writer has read the text, not to prove a point; organization rambles or disappears; words are misused;
diction is inconsistent; proofreading is weak; the intended audience is unclear— there are some ideas here,
but the writer needs help and work to make them clear to another reader.

* D paper: Thesis missing; major mechanical problems; poor organization; serious misreadings of the text;
stretches in which the writer simply gives a narrative account of the essay for no apparent purpose; the
paper is much shorter than the assigned length— the writer doesn’t really have a point to make and has
serious problems in writing and reading at an appropriate level.

* F paper: The paper is plagiarized in part or as a whole, or it shows general weaknesses even graver than
those of a D paper.

Requirements for Formal Writing: These requirements conform to MLA standards.
+ FORMAT:

> Double-space your writing for me. Exceptions: do not double-space headings or
titles.

o Use one inch top, bottom, left, and right margins.

o Left Align your writing for me. Exceptions: Center titles.

o Use Times New Roman or Arial between 10 and 12 point. Courier is NOT an
acceptable font.

o Indent the first line of each paragraph (using the tab key) after the first at least
three spaces. The standard tab on most word processors or typewriters is
approximately five spaces.

> Follow each comma or semi-colon by one space. Follow punctuation that ends a
sentence (the period, question mark, exclamation mark...), colons, and double
(or En) dashes by two spaces.

o Present words from other languages in italics. Also use italics for titles and for
text that would otherwise be placed inside quotation marks, such as speech or
thought.

o Underline book or journal titles. Use quotation marks around article (e.g.
newspaper) titles.

° Do not curse at (self-explanatory), assume familiarity with (either by direct address or 1% and

ond person pronouns), or otherwise generally insult/infuriate your audience.



« PROCESS:

o

Always check for spelling errors, especially errors with homonyms or near homonyms, such as
reel and real or quest and guest. Your computer cannot do this. You must actually read your
own text.

Always read your text aloud. This is the best way to catch typos, tense errors,
losses of subject-verb agreement, and plain convolutions. Do at least one
reading each for tense and diction.

Always remember your intended audience. Define it clearly before you write. In
most of the assignments for this class, I will be your audience. In other words,
your audience is a writing professional with a college background and a yen for
grammar. If you have a question about your audience’s background knowledge,
ask.

There is a difference between analysis and summary. In analysis, the author interjects her own
thesis or argument into the mix. In other words, a summary of a text explains what originally
happened. An analysis of the same text will include some summary employed to make a specific

point for the author’s argument. I am summarizing Gone with the Wind when I say, In it, the

reader follows a character, Scarlett O ’Hara, as she weds several men. My analysis of the text
would be more like: Through the course of the plot, a remarkable heroine experiences the chaos
particular to war.

Writing is a process, not a quick scrawl of words slapped together out of
desperation. No first draft is a final draft. Your reader can tell the difference, no
matter what your sleep deprived mind says.

I have read and understand this Social Studies 6/7 Honors Course Syllabus and Contract. [ agree
to abide by its terms and work to make this a great year and a thought provoking class!



Student Name Student Signature



This is a tentative schedule. If the topics and materials spark more in-depth discussion from the class, this
timeline might shift and expand so that there would be less of a focus on independent research presentations
in the third trimester to allow the students to continue their textbook-based studies.

Trimester One: Units One through Three from Civics: Government and Economics in Action
Week Chapter Topics

1 Intro / 1 A Portrait of Americans

2 2 American Society and Its Values

3 3 The Meaning of Citizenship

4 4 America’s Lasting Political Heritage

5 4/5 America’s Lasting Political Heritage / Creating the Constitution

6 5 Creating the Constitution

7 6 The Bill of Rights

8 6/7 The Bill of Rights / Our Enduring Constitution

9 8 — 10 Student Chapter Presentations on the Three Branches of Govt. (Review and Research)

10 8 — 10 Student Chapter Presentations on the Three Branches of Govt. (Actual Presentations)

11 NA Review & Exams

Trimester Two: Units Six through Nine and then Five from Civics: Government and Economics in Action
Week Chapter Topics

1 11/ 12 Student Chapter Presentations on State and Local Govt. (just jigsawed reading)

2 Thanksgiving Break

3 19 Laws and Our Society

4 20 Criminal and Juvenile Justice

5 21 Civil Justice

6 22 Political Parties in Our Democracy

7 22 / 23 Political Parties in Our Democracy / Voting and Elections
8 23 Voting and Elections

9 24 American Foreign Policy

10 24 / 25 American Foreign Policy / One Nation Among Many

11 25 One Nation among Many

12 13 - 18 Student Chapter Presentations on Economics and Government (Review and Research)
13 13 - 18 Student Chapter Presentations on (Actual Presentations)
Trimester Three: Student Research: Political Issues

Week Topics

1 Students Bring in & Discuss a Variety of News Articles and Op-eds on Current US Issues
2 Social Issues: Thesis Creation; Research

3 Peer Editing; Additional Research; Presentations!

(Propaganda Handouts and Posters due Tuesday)

4 Spring Break

5 Economic Issues: Thesis Creation; Research

6 Peer Editing; Additional Research; Presentations!

(Propaganda Handouts and Posters due Tuesday)

7 Social Issues: Thesis Creation; Research



8 Peer Editing; Additional Research; Presentations!
(Propaganda Handouts and Posters due Tuesday)
9 Religious Issues: Thesis Creation; Research

10 Peer Editing; Additional Research; Presentations!
(Propaganda Handouts and Posters due Tuesday)
11 Political Issues: Thesis Creation; Research

12 Peer Editing; Additional Research; Presentations!
(Propaganda Handouts and Posters due Tuesday)
13 Review & Exams; Last Week of School



Civics Course Textbook Outline
I. Unit One- Foundations of Citizenship

1. Chapter One: A Portrait of Americans
1. Who Americans Are
2. America: A Cultural Mosaic
3. The Values that Unite Us

2. Chapter Two: American Society and Its Values
1. Groups and Institutions
2. Society’s Training Grounds
3. The Economy
4. Government: Meeting Society’s Needs

3. Chapter Three: The Meaning of Citizenship
1. What It Means to be a Citizen
2. Rights, Duties, and Responsibilities
3. Citizenship and Other Roles in Society

II. Unit Two- Creating a Lasting Government
1. Chapter Four: America’s Political Heritage
1. The Colonial Experience
2. Roots of American Government
3. Moving Toward Nationhood
4. The Declaration of Independence
2. Chapter Five: Creating the Constitution
1. The Constitutional Convention
2. The Struggle for Ratification
3. The Supreme Law of the Land
4. The Constitution of the United States
3. Chapter Six: The Bill of Rights
1. Adding the Bill of Rights
2. Protections in the Bill of Rights
3. Interpreting the Bill of Rights
4. Chapter Seven: Our Enduring Constitution
1. Changing the Law of the Land
2. A Flexible Framework

III. Unit Three

1. Chapter Eight: The Legislative Branch
1. The Members of Congress
2. The Powers of Congress
3. How Congress is Organized
4. Following a Bill in Congress

2. Chapter Nine: The Executive Branch
1. The Roles of the President
2. The Organization of the Executive Branch

3. Presidents and Power



3. Chapter Ten: The Judicial Branch
1. The Role of the Federal Courts
2. The Organization of the Federal Courts
3. The Supreme Court

IV. UnitFour

1. Chapter Eleven: State Government
1. Federalism: One Nation and Fifty States
2. State Legislatures
3. The State Executive Branch
4. State Courts

2. Chapter Twelve: Local Government
1. Types of Local Government
2. Local Government Services and Revenue

3. Conlflict and Cooperation between Governments

V. Unit Five- Foundations of Economics

1. Chapter Thirteen: What is an Economy?
1. Why Societies have Economics
2. Basic Economic Decisions
3. Three Types of Economies

2. Chapter Fourteen: Basics of Our Economic System
1. The Principles of Our Market Economy
2. The Role of Business in the American Economy
3. Labor in the American Economy

3. Chapter Fifteen: Our Economy and You
1. Managing Your Money
2. Spending and Saving
3. Careers: Planning for the Future

VI. Unit Six- Government and the Economy

1. Chapter Sixteen: Government’s Role in Our Economy
1. Government Intervention in the Economy
2. Government Efforts to Solve Economic Problems
3. Managing the Economy

2. Chapter Seventeen: Money and Banking
1. Money
2. Our Banking System
3. The Federal Reserve System

3. Chapter Eighteen: Public Finance
1. Government and Economic Goals
2. Paying for Government

3. Government Policy and Spending

VII. Unit Seven- The American Legal System



1. Chapter Nineteen: Laws and Our Society
1. Why We Have Laws
2. Where Our Laws Come from
3. Kinds of Laws
2. Chapter Twenty: Criminal and Juvenile Justice
1. Crime in American Society
2. The Criminal Justice System
3. The Juvenile Justice System
3. Chapter Twenty-One: Civil Justice
1. The Role of Civil Law
2. Civil Procedure

3. Choices in Civil Justice

VIII. Unit Eight- People Make a Difference

1. Chapter Twenty-Two: Political Parties in Our Democracy
1. The Role of Political Parties
2. Our Two-Party System
3. Choosing Candidates

2. Chapter Twenty-Three: Voting and Elections
1. Beinga Voter
2. Influencing Your Vote
3. Campaigning for Office

IX. Unit Nine- The United States and the World

1. Chapter Twenty-Four: American Foreign Policy
1. What is Foreign Policy?
2. Making Foreign Policy
3. Foreign Policy in Action

2. Chapter Twenty-Five: One Nation among Many
1. The Nations of the World
2. Relations among and within Nations
3. The Challenge of Interdependence

**Trimester Three: Every two weeks (approximately), students pair up and present background and two sides on a
current social, political, religious, military, or economic issue and discuss how it relates to both American

government and to the rights or responsibilities of individual citizens. The students will have class time for research

as this is a middle school class.
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